Swiss development cooperation in Chad by unknown
Switzerland’s support
The Swiss Agency for Development and Coopera-
tion has been present in Chad since 1964. It seeks 
to offer Chadians a response to their principal needs 
in a context of extreme poverty. Switzerland has 
set itself the goal of contributing to the stability of 
the country and the region through complementary 
development, humanitarian aid and peacebuilding 
activities. Within the framework of its 2013–2016 
strategy, it works at a local level, concentrating its 
activities in six regions: Ennedi, Wadi-Fira and Batha 
in the north; Moyen-Chari, Mandoul and Logone 
Oriental in the south. It is engaged in health care, 
education, agriculture and food security, and is re-
inforcing its political dialogue at a national level. In 
order to increase its impact, it has placed national 
institutions at the heart of its approach.
Health: reducing mortality and morbidity
Switzerland supports the introduction of universal 
health-care coverage and better management of the 
sector. It consolidates the organisation and perfor-
mance of health-care services, as well as sanitation 
and improved access to drinking water and sanita-
tion in two districts. It supports the establishment 
of mutual health-care schemes in the south of the 
country. 
Some 25’000 people benefit from these mutual 
health-care schemes and their health has improved. 
Women’s involvement in community decision-mak-
ing has improved access to services and also their 
quality. More than 20% of women hold positions of 
responsibility in the mutual schemes. 
Improving the quality of education 
Switzerland takes part in the policy dialogue on ed-
ucation. It seeks to strengthen basic and ongoing 
training systems for teachers, as well as to improve 
school management and supervision. It also seeks to 
The aim of Swiss foreign policy in Chad is to 
reduce poverty and contribute to peace and 
stability. Switzerland supports the health, ed-
ucation and agricultural sectors in six different 
regions of the country. It provides protection 
and assistance to victims of crises and carries 
out peacebuilding programmes.
Context
Despite the restoration of civil peace and significant 
oil revenues, Chad remains a fragile state with a high 
level of poverty: in 2011 nearly half of the popula-
tion lived on less than USD 1.30 per day. Governance 
is strongly centralised and provides little space for 
political dialogue and citizen participation. Gender 
inequalities remain considerable. Three-quarters of 
the active population is employed in the agricultural 
sector. This sector faces increasing challenges owing 
to climate change, soil degradation and demograph-
ic pressure. Access to health care and education is 
limited due to ineffective and low-quality services.
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Transversal theme: gender 
Women are particularly exposed to poverty and so-
cial exclusion. Switzerland is committed to adopting 
a gender-perspective in all of its projects, as well as 
generally promoting gender equality.
Partners
 › Swiss partners: Institut Tropical et de Santé Pub-
lique, Zollikofen School of Agricultural, Forest and 
Food Sciences HAFL, Enfants du Monde
 › Government partners: ministries, decentralised 
technical services 
 › Local NGOs: Promotion of Local Development 
Initiatives Ennedi (APIDEL), Rural  Development 
 Programmes Wadi-Fira (PDRWF), Batha and 
 Moyen-Chari 
 › International partners: Centre International de 
Développement et de Recherche (CIDR), Doctors 
of the World, Médecins sans Frontières, CA17 In-
ternational (sustainable rural and agricultural de-
velopment), International Centre of Agricultural 
Research for Development (CIRAD)
 › Multilateral organisations: UNICEF, IOM, UNHCR, 
FAO, WFP, UNITAR/UNOSAT
Budget 2014 by theme and source of funding 
(CHF million) 
SDC: Development Cooperation 18.6
SDC: Humanitarian Aid 3.2
PD: Human Security Division 0.5
Total  22.3
improve the learning environment, and offers sup-
port to the development of innovative and custom-
ised educational initiatives. 
Around 150’000 children, young people and adults 
(men and women) from the Batha and Moyen-Chari 
regions are benefiting from educational and training 
programmes adapted to their needs and improving 
their skills and knowledge. Girls comprise nearly 
50% of schoolchildren. Women make up over two 
thirds of participants in adult literacy programmes. 
Agriculture and food security: improving 
production and income of rural households
Switzerland seeks to improve the knowledge and 
management of water resources in Chad, as well 
as the use of periodically flooded valley bottoms. It 
supports the relaunch of the seed production sys-
tem, the revitalisation of shea butter and peanut pro-
duction chains, and the protection of pastoral stock 
farming.
The construction of 15 weirs (small dams) has en-
abled local communities to cultivate 520 additional 
hectares. The water table has been restored and the 
regeneration of areas threatened by erosion is taking 
place.
Humanitarian aid 
Humanitarian aid contributes to international efforts 
to assist and protect victims of crises by focusing on 
sustainable solutions for displaced persons and hosts 
(540’000 refugees and internally displaced persons 
at the end of 2013). It steps up the fight against ep-
idemics by reinforcing vaccination campaigns and 
improves people’s capacity for resilience when faced 
with food crises. 
Multilateral cooperation
Switzerland partners with several multilateral organi-
sations, such as UNICEF in the area of water and san-
itation, the International Organisation for Migration 
(IOM) for the reintegration of Chadians returning 
from Libya, and the UN’s Operational Satellite Ap-
plications Programme (UNOSAT) for the mapping of 
water resources.
Facts and figures (source: World Bank’s World Development Indicators 2013)
Surface area  1’284’000 km2
Population     11.525 millions 
Annual population growth rate (since 1990)    2.6 %
Life expectancy at birth women/men    51.0 / 48.1 years
Adult illiteracy rate women/men  75.8 / 55.0 %
Per capita GDP  918.1 USD
Percentage of the population living on less than USD 1.3 per day 46.7 %
The SDC seeks to improve the quality 
of education. © Didier  Douziech
Improving food security is a key chal-
lenge in Chad. It is a priority objective 
of the SDC. © Yvan Pasteur
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By supporting the return of migrants 
from Libya, the SDC contributes to 
stability and peace in Chad. © Anne 
Kathrin Schaefer, IOM Tchad
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